REVIEW

David Tutwiler: A Fine Art Career

David Tutwiler is an artist of such caliber that a book
simply presenting his best railroad paintings would
have been a more-than-adequate contribution to our
field, yet his 2023 retrospective monograph is much
more than that. His spectacular paintings are indeed
there, gloriously printed on thick paper, some 130

of them in the book’s 278 8'2x11-inch pages. What
makes A Fine Art Career Powered by Steam: The Railroad
Paintings of David Tutwiler (831 Creative Press) one of
the more interesting art books I have encountered is
the immersive experience it offers. (Note: this review
concerns the hardcover edition.)

An essay by noted railroad photographer and
author Don Ball Jr. serves as a foreword, and then
the next several pages present a brief biography of
David, his wife Liné (a talented artist in her own
right), their family, and their early interests in both
railroads and art. Illustrations consisting mainly
of snapshots and sketches accompany this text,
arranged like a scrapbook or photo album.

The real presentation of finished paintings
begins on p. 23 with The Twilight of Steam, a 1985
commission by Ball showing four locomotives of the
Western Maryland, Reading, and Baltimore & Ohio
(plus a B&O diesel in the background) simmering
away against a massive coaling tower lurking through
the gloom of a gray winter day. David executed the
work in o1l on a 12x24-inch canvas. To fit a page of
the book’s format, it’s presented at a width of ten
inches. While that’s large enough to appreciate the
work, the size simply cannot replicate the impact of
viewing the original.

Turning the page reveals a detail view printed
full-bleed across two pages and centered on the four
locomotives. The nearly life-size reproduction reveals
brush strokes, texture in the canvas, and details I had
overlooked earlier, like the two workers on the ground
waving to the fireman seated in the cab of WM M-2
Challenger 1207.

There are a dozen such two-page spreads in
the book, always following a one-page view of the
full painting. The pairings give the impression of
first viewing a painting on a wall at a distance and
then stepping up for a closer inspection. You can
appreciate the knife work in Homeward Bound, the
warm glow of a New York Central J-3a’s firebox in
American Railroads Finest; at Work, the brilliant contrast
of a green locomotive in an Appalachian autumn in
Southern Cross, and so many other details that would be
lost in smaller reproductions.

The Railroad Paintings
of David Tutwiler

A Fine Art Career Powered by
Steam: The Railroad Paintings
of David Tutwiler is a 278-
page, 8/2x11-inch, full-color
book printed in the U.S. and
available in both hardcover
and softcover formats for $98
and $75, respectively, at:
www.tutwilerartbook.com

Throughout the book, David offers insights into
his process. Preliminary sketches accompany many
of the paintings, as do several brief narratives. For
two works, Southern Cross and Steam on the Waterfront,
David pulls the curtain back wide with a sequence of
images showing each painting in progressive stages
of completion. A third of the way through the book,
he devotes fourteen pages purely to technique, from

sketches to brushes to knives to colors.

Like a jazz music set, the book follows a cohesive
and fluid format with enough variations that it never
becomes repetitive. Few paintings are presented in
exactly the same way, and those subtle differences
provide the reader with new insights and ongoing
engagement. There’s a gallery of paintings done on
plates, a discussion of variations on a similar theme,
and memories of a favorite locomotive. This is a
book that can be savored in an end-to-end reading or
sampled by opening it to any page.

The paintings themselves are exquisite, showcasing
the beauty, drama, and romance of the steam era in
a compelling blend of realism and impressionism.
David Tutwiler knows both his craft and his subjects
extremely well. If you love railroads, paintings, and
the creative process, A Fine Art Gareer Powered by Steam
1s an essential addition to your library.

—Scott Lothes
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